CHAPTER  IX

THE  IMPOBT   OF  DHAMMA

LET it be clearly understood that, in evolving
an outline of the fundamental postulates of
Buddhism from the Commentator's exposition
of the term Dhamma, I have not gone the^
orthodox  way  to   work.    This   way   woul^
doubtless have been, with my esteemed colls
borator, Mr. S. Z. Aung, to state the gist ('
Buddhist philosophy in the three propositions

__" All  things   are   impermanent    ...

pain-engendering . . . without soul."
Kamma-niyama, he would add, is included in
the doctrine of becoming-by-way-of cause ;
and this again is included in the first two
propositions. (I quote from a letter.)

But I write, in the first place, for Western
readers, to whom these corner-stones of Bud-
dhist tradition and the lie of them are
unfamiliar. And I trust that, like those swift
messengers from the West in the story,1 this
heterodox method of presentation may reach
the crossways of consciousness and be admitted
as bearing a no less trustworthy tale. As a
recast, it may not be without suggestiveness.
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